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Introduction

The subfamily Rutelinae (Scarabaeoidea:
Scarabaeidae) is highly diverse, particularly in
the Neotropics, where about 1,350 of the
subfamily’s approximately 4,900 total species
are known to occur (Roskov et al., 2019; Puker
et al., 2020). Of the Rutelinae taxa known to
occur in the Neotropics, around 270 species
contained within 52 genera are found in Peru
(Ratcliffe et al., 2015). These beetles are
commonly known as leaf chafer beetles, due to
the fact that many have metallic coloration on
the body. Many species have strong legs of
variable sizes, and the overall size ranges from
small to large (Jameson, 1997).

The genus Macraspis MaclLeay, 1819 belongs
to the tribe Rutelini and occurs from Mexico to
Argentina, and includes 71 described species
(Soula, 1998; Roskov et al., 2019; Bento et al.,
2022). Adults feed on flowers and larvae are
saprophagous (Medeiros et al., 2019; Neita-
Moreno, 2014). Macraspis phallocardia was
described by Bento et al. (2022) based on 18
specimens from the Amazonian state of
Rondoénia, Brazil. In this paper we record M.
phallocardia for the first time in Peru.

Results and Discussion

The male specimen was captured by hand at
night at Finca Las Piedras, a biological
research station in Peru’'s Madre de Dios
region, in the southeastern Peruvian Amazon.
The site is situated in upland or terra firme
rainforest dominated by emergent tree species
such as Brazil nut (Bertholletia excelsa) and
other hardwoods (e.g., Eschweilera spp.,
Dipteryx micrantha, Apuleia leiocarpa, among
others); the understory has abundant Piper
spp. and Geonoma palms.

Macraspis phallocardia can be recognized
from other species of Macraspis by its size
(length 10.7-11.7 mm), rounded oval body
shape, and overall shiny green coloration with
two posterolateral yellow maculae on the
pronotum; head with supraorbital strigae;
anterior bead of pronotum evident and
complete; pygidium strongly convex and with
concentric sculpturing on its apex; aedeagus
of male with apical lateral articular areas of
phallobase thickened and deflected outward,
and paramera rounded-oval in shape and with
apex rounded (Bento et al. 2022).

Despite the great number of specimens
belonging to the type series (N=18) of M.
phallocardia, all are from a single locality in the
state of Rondonia, Brazil. We recorded the
species in Madre de Dios, southeastern Peru,
34 years after the type series was collected in
Brazil. Our collection is the first for M.
phallocardia in Peru and extends the species’s
known geographic range by about 750 km.
The Peruvian specimen differs slightly from the
Brazilian holotype by its smaller size (10.7 mm
vs. 11.3 mm), aedeagus with apical lateral
articular areas of phallobase more thickened,
and paramera more rounded with apex slightly
wider.
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Figs 1 & 2. Dorsal (1) and ventral (2) habitus of

Macraspis phallocardia, specimen 2021-FLP-
COL-0111 (scale 5 mm).
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Fig 3. Aedeagus in lateral (A) and frontal (B)
views of Macraspis phallocardia, specimen 2021-
FLP-COL-0111 (scale 2mm)
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